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In April 2023, WeBC surveyed business service WHO PARTICIPATED?

providers within the BC entrepreneurial ecosystem to
assess how organizations engage with women 54

entrepreneurs, understand women’s needs, and align

their services with those needs. Organizations completed

‘ ' . the online survey

Understanding the entrepreneurial ecosystem is

crucial, as it highlights the connections of business Respondents include a diverse range of
service providers and their role in supporting organizations such as Community Futures
entrepreneurs. By embracing our network and working organizations, Chambers of Commerce
together, we can collaborate, address service gaps, and Eeniarle De\;elopment e i ,post—

leverage the unique strengths of gach organization to secondary institutions, and entrepreneurial
support more women-owned businesses across BC. support organizations.
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MORE DATA IS NEEDED

f) Why isn’t this tracked? Respondents indicate confusion on how to measure
(systems and process) and uncertainty around what is appropriate to ask.
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GAPS STILL EXIST GOOD NEWS!
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How can ecosystem partners work together to
build a more resilient ecosystem for women
entrepreneurs?

Enterprises (SME)

BC support organizations prioritize:

Collaboration over duplication:

Have regular conversations, connection, and collaboration to
avoid duplication of efforts, leverage existing supports, and
ensure a more efficient client experience.

Referrals and networking: i

Refer qualified clients to each other, build better informal
networks and networking opportunities, and promote turn-key
women-specific programming,

Rural and Indigenous focus: R M"‘
Work more in the rural regions of BC and with Indigenous \ »
women, recognizing the importance of addressing specific

challenges faced by these groups.

Funding and advocacy:

Amplify funding opportunities specific to woman-owned
businesses, advocate for better support and financing through
programs such as the Women Entrepreneurship Strategy, and
collectively share data to support women's advancement.

LET’S WORK TOGETHER TO FOSTER
OUR VIBRANT ECOSYSTEM

We can add value to the services you already provide! 87% of organizations
believe partnering with WeBC has increased their impact, and 90% of partners
say that WeBC provides high-quality training content, materials, and expertise.

LEARN MORE AT GO.WE-BC.CA/PARTNERSHIPS
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The WeBC C3 project is funded by the Government of Canada’s Women Entrepreneurship Strategy



